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term ‘mission’ used as a 

strategic tool - the mission 

statement - to articulate the 

function and purpose of a 

business.  A good mission 

statement provides 

operational clarity and focus 

to the owners, employees, 

and customers of the 

business; this is especially 

important in the midst of 

aggressive competition and 

relentless market forces.  A 

business achieves success 

when it achieves its goals 

and objectives, maintains its 

core values, effectively 

manages market changes, 

and continually mitigates 

risks. 

 

However, the Church is 

neither a military operation 

nor a business.  The Church 

is the Bride of Christ, and 

she exists in both the 
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What is ‘Mission’?   We hear 

the term tossed about all the 

time within church circles as 

well as within secular 

society.  We might think of 

‘mission’ as a term relating 

to military operations - a 

team of military personnel 

sent out into the field to 

achieve certain objectives 

(i.e. combat, search and 

rescue, direct support, etc.). 

The objectives of operational 

missions vary, but each 

mission retains a common 

and unifying element – an 

overwhelming desire to 

succeed.  Victory comes by 

accomplishing the goals and 

objectives set forth by the 

mission, and in overcoming a 

host of obstacles amidst 

adverse conditions.  

 

Likewise, within the 

corporate world we find the 
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temporal (Church Militant) and 

heavenly (Church Triumphant) 

realms.   This means the 

Church also has a mission not 

unlike the military, to engage in 

battle the forces of the 

Kingdom of Sin and Death. 

Victory is ultimately assured by 

the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  Using an 

business analogy, the Church 

competes against the 

aggressive and relentless 

marketing forces of the World, 

the Flesh, and the Devil to win 

the souls of mankind.  The 

Church is successful in this 

endeavor when she is able to 

achieve the goals and 

objectives of her mission 

statement – The Great 

Commission.  The guiding 

principles found in the Great 

Commission enable the Church 

to navigate the tumultuous 

seas of Time and Culture, while 

maintaining the core values of 

the Gospel.  

 

So how is the term ‘mission’ 

used within the Church?  The 

ordinary use of the term 

‘mission’ within the Church can 

be quite confusing, as it has a 

multiplicity of meanings. 

‘Mission’ can be used to 

describe a type of church or 

center for ministry (i.e. The 

Alamo Mission or Mission 

Arlington).  Likewise, ‘mission’ 

can refer to the size of a small 

congregation (i.e. Mission, or 

Mission Station) that relies 

upon financial funding from 

the diocese to operate.  

Many congregations use 

‘mission’ to describe their 

outreach ministries.  It is not 

uncommon for 

congregations to have 

mission committees and 

mission departments 

designated solely for 

mission work.  Out of these 

committees and/or 

departments, short-term 

mission trips are planned 

and dispatched to nearby 

communities (local / 

regional) or to foreign 

countries (international / 

global).  A church may even 

sponsor or partner with a 

long-term missionary or 

missionary agency (i.e. 

Centurion Partner or 

S.A.M.S.).  

 

These congregations should 

be commended for their 

missional zeal and 

commitment; however, a 

word of caution is needed 

here.  It was common 

practice during the first half 

of the twentieth century for 

congregations and dioceses 

to view mission as just 

another program of the 

congregation / diocese; a 

ministry program that 

needed to be budgeted, 

staffed, and managed.  

Mission was understood as 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Andrew’s 
Bonus Photos 

 

This link will take you to St. 
Andrew’s flickr page for the 

recent church activities 
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originating within the local church and 

derived its intrinsic value from the function 

and purpose of the universal church – to 

DO mission. 

  

A paradigm shift took place within the field 

of missiology (the theological study of 

mission) during the latter half of the 

twentieth century. Missiologists 

(theologians who study mission) began to 

question the prevailing idea that mission 

originates from the church and started to 

adopt a trinitarian theology of mission.  By a 

trinitarian theology, I mean a theological 

understanding of mission grounded in the 

Holy Trinity – God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit.  Mission is viewed 

as originating with God, and for God’s 

purpose.  Mission is a movement, an 

action,  from God to the World. The Church 

serves as a conduit for God’s missional 

activity.   
 

A paradigm shift took place within the field 

of missiology (the theological study of 

mission) during the latter half of the 

twentieth century. Missiologists 

(theologians who study mission) began to 

question the prevailing idea that mission 

originates from the church and started to 

adopt a trinitarian theology of mission.  By a 

trinitarian theology, I mean a theological 

understanding of mission grounded in the 

Holy Trinity – God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit.  Mission is viewed 

as originating with God, and for God’s 

purpose.  Mission is a movement, an 

action,  from God to the World. The Church 

serves as a conduit for God’s missional 

activity.   

 

The very essence of mission is grounded in 

the concept of being sent.  As we study Holy 

Scripture, we find that God is a sending 

God. It is within this dynamic of God’s 

redemptive act of salvation that we come to 

fully understand mission. God the Father 

sent the Son (the Incarnation).  God the 

Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit 

(Pentecost).  And God the Father, and the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit sent and continues 

to send the Church into the world.  Mission 

starts with God and belongs to Him.  This 

theocentric (God-centered) dynamic is 

referred to as the Mission of God, or as the 

Sending of God.   

 

God’s mission is seen throughout the Old 

Testament from the Creation, to Abraham, 

to Moses, to David and the Prophets.  

God’s mission continues in the New 

Testament with the Incarnation of Jesus, 

his death and resurrection, and culminates 

at Pentecost with the sending of the Holy 

Spirit.  In declaring to his disciples the 

Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20), 

Our Lord set the groundwork for, and gave 

His authority to the Church to carry forth 

the Mission of God after His return to 

heaven (the Ascension).  The Great 

Commission is the mission statement for 

Christ’s Bride, the Church, to continue the 

sending work of God.  The purpose and 

function of the Church simply stated is GO! 

MAKE! and TEACH! 
 

 

And Jesus came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me.  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you.          

And behold, “I am with you always, to 
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the end of the age.”  [Matt 28:18-

20  ESV] 

 

By now you may be asking, “Father, what 

does all of this talk of mission have to do 

with me, and with St. Andrew’s?”  My 

answer is the Great Commission.  This is 

our personal and corporate mission 

statement.  We are commanded by Christ 

Himself to engage in the ongoing work and 

mission of God, and He has promised us He 

will give us the power of the Holy Spirit to 

carry out the mission assigned to us - the 

Church.  Jesus also promises to remain 

with us, even in the midst of obstacles and 

adversity, to the end of the age.   

 

We need to ask ourselves how are we, 

individually and corporately, living up to this 

mission statement?  What paradigm shifts 

are needed in our understanding of God, of 

the Church, of lay ministry, and of mission 

within God’s Kingdom plan for our lives and 

for St. Andrew’s?  How will St. Andrew’s 

reach the next generation with the Good 

News of Jesus Christ?  

 

I will be having conversations with the 

Vestry concerning these ideas over the 

forthcoming months, and we will focus on 

discerning God’s mission for our parish.  I 

humbly request each of you to join me, 

along with the Vestry, in daily prayer 

seeking God’s guidance, discernment, and 

wisdom as we seek His Will during this 

season of transition. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brooks 

  

 
  


